WELCOM FORUM MEETING THURSDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER 2014
Present:  Brian Martin in the Chair, Bob & Marian Kuyper, Gordon Stevens, Barry Palmer, John Purkiss, Rose Phillips, Pam Painter, Meresa Wilkins, Steve Swinney, John Connolly, Ken Hayward, Marc Outten, Terry Morris, Roy Garwood, Johnson Evans, Cynthia Adams, Frank Harrington, Steve Richardson & Alan Riddle
Apologies:  Chris & Kim Ford, Canon Paul Robinson, Daphne Harvey, Mike Le Surf, Julie Morrissey, Stacy Lane, Scott & Emma Sullivan, Allen Jones.
MATTERS ARISING

Some Power Cuts had been experienced in the area but it was unclear if this was due to the work being carried out by the National Grid.  The Fun Day was once again a great success.  We are no further forward regarding the matter of Fibre Broadband for Lower Linford all emails to Essex Council BT and our Local MP Stephen Metcalf, are now going unanswered.

Brian reported that he had just received notification from Paula that she is no longer able to attend our meetings as a PCSO.  Instead “Street Meetings” would be organised, the first one is outside the Kings Head at 11.00 am on Friday 3rd October and Local Community Meetings at Chadwell St. Mary on Monday 20th October.   This seems a totally irresponsible step to take. PCSO’s = community and we are a community forum.  The secretary will write to the Police Commissioner to complain.  Brian did report that burglaries had been high in the last month in East Tilbury.  A man has also been hanging around outside Stanford House begging and generally harassing people Brian has been assured this would be dealt with as soon as possible.

ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

Brian introduced Marc Outten of Essex Wildlife trust who has replaced Lisa Smart.  Marc told us that he used to work for the RSPB and has now taken over as Reserves Manger South for 28 reserves from Maldon to Linford Woods.  He is, with the help of staff and volunteers, committed to making Thameside Nature Park a welcoming and safe place for the public as well as identifying species on the site.  Visitor numbers have doubled this summer to over 1,000 on some days.  As well as a new adventure playground for children four tracks have been laid out especially for children, with quiz sheets and things to look out for.  There has been a problem with gates being left open allowing cattle to go places they were not supposed to be.  The trust is also taking part in a country wide project initiated by Prince Charles called Coronation Meadows see http://coronationmeadows.org.uk/ .
Footpath 147 from Gobions Park to The Thameside Nature Park was opened a week ago. There is bad rutting on the path which hopefully will be remedied with help from the Fishing Club.  Cynthia had walked the path which seemed a bit longer than the signposted 2 miles but it was worth the effort.  Steve Swinney congratulated the trust for the absolutely fabulous walk. It was the first time in 22 years of living in the area that he and his family had been able to walk to the lakes and admire the kingfishers and other wildlife there.  Terry reported that the brown signs are now up thanks to help from John Purkiss and that the survey on Linford Woods had now been finished.  Brian Martin bought up the subject of “Bones” and asked that he not be allowed on the Linford Woods site to massacre trees once again.  Marc replied that if he had skilled workers he could use he was unable to waste trust funds on hiring contractors.  

Several people commented on the mess now left of the original “Black Track” down to the river. Although this has never been a designated footpath, it has been used for years as a pathway to the river.  At the moment Walsh has to restore the adjacent land to its original state, ready to be handed over in 8 years’ time.  They are erecting bundings to prevent flooding and there is an ecologist and members of the Environment Agency on site to make sure this is done properly.  All the reptiles have been moved to a safe area. Some of the new diggings are 15ft deep and it was asked if Walsh has a responsibility for public safety and shouldn’t this be fenced off?  John Purkiss to investigate.  Terry also reported that Beckie Beresford the education officer had left, they hoped to replace her by the end of November.  The committee expressed regret over the loss of such an excellent member of staff.  Terry asked if the committee would like him to invite the Fishing Club to the next meeting, yes please.
SPORTS HALL

In the absence of Daphne, Brian reported on the sports hall, we now have another new caretaker and there had been a few teething problems but Daphne now has a direct line with the school through the school PA who she contacts with any problems.  The Sports Hall is still very popular with local clubs and churches hiring the premises.  There is a fund building up of in excess of £6,000 and Brian wondered if we could perhaps think about setting up a local trust as the community committee that oversees the hall there should be a delegate from the Forum involved in the decision for the use of the money.

NEWS FROM COUNCILLORS

The answers from Ann Osola had been circulated to the committee and the secretary were asked to answer one or two points i.e please do not move the bus stop, Sorrels roundabout still not finished and speed restrictions into Linford from Buckingham hill.

There has been a police activity at the shops in Linford and a lorry driver had been caught speeding.  Every Sunday we have a group of quad bikes racing through the village.  Soil samples are being taken both sides of Walton Hall Lane for gravel extraction purposes in the near future although no formal plans have been submitted yet.  Unfortunately this was a site identified by the Mineral Subject plan some years ago there was talk of traffic lights being installed in Walton Hall Lane to let the lorries cross but it was felt a conveyor belt going under the road would be a better option.   
The Network Rail consultation had now finished, John and Barry have requested a meeting with Andy Millard of network rail.  It had been suggested that houses be built adjacent to Beechcroft Avenue to fund a bridge over the railway.  It was upsetting to see £12,000,000 being spent on Stanford Le Hope railway and bus station which was perfectly adequate and yet no proposed money being spent on our problem of replacing the level crossing.  John thought it would be very unlikely that any new housing developments would be built in East Tilbury until the crossing problem had been solved.  

Brian circulated an invite to a meeting regarding the new river crossing Thurrock Council were still pushing for options D or E from Canvey Island.  The free flow scheme had now been put back to November or perhaps the spring of 2015.  
There was a request for Interviewers for a local area coordinator for the elderly and needy. Steve Swinney volunteered to join the interview panel.

AROUND THE TABLE

Rose reported the corner of blue anchor lane into Muckingford Road had caused many accidents this year – John to look into this
Cynthia asked if a roundabout or large mirror could be installed in Walton Hall Road at the turning to the nature park as it was a blind spot you could not see anything coming towards you when turning into Mucking.
Johnson Evans asked about the flooding at coalhouse fort around water tower and the muddy state of the grass paths along the sea wall.  John replied that this had always happened and was left like this for natural purposes.

Pam Painter gave out posters for the St. Francis Cake Sale on the 18th October.  The Christmas Bazaar would be on the 6th December.

John Connolly reported that someone had fly tipped a load of chalk outside the garages in Northumberland Road and even left their address on it.  When contacted, neither the police nor the council were interested in pursuing the matter.  John said perhaps a barrier should be erected there and Brian suggested the Forum might be able to help out financially.   It was pointed out that fly tipping is an offense and the police should have taken some action.
Meresa Wilkins advised that the PFA Christmas Market would be on 29th November.
Brian mentioned he had been talking to Ray Osborne regarding the solar panel farm (so far no plans had been submitted) and Ray said there was currently a new plan to build a small gas powered power station on the East Tilbury gas line.  John and Barry to investigate.
Brian also mentioned that the Your East Tilbury Facebook page was turning into a rant against the school and he would ask Liam Judd to block people who were insulting or racist from the page.  Frank Harrington pointed out that this was an offense and the police could take action. The offenders could be traced by the logged IP address that the message was posted from.

Next meeting 30th October. 

