WELCOM FORUM MINUTES 29TH OCTOBER 2015 – CHAIRED BT BRIAN MARTIN
Brian welcomed all new members to the forum and outlined our objectives.  

Attendance list as per attached.  Apologies from:  Karen Dobson, Revd. Brenda Gutberlet, Dave & Cris Bowling, Mike Tarbard, Councillors Barry Palmer & James Baker (both attending important council meeting)
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING, MATTERS ARISING
St Catherine’s renovation had suffered a setback as it became a crime scene this week when bones were discovered.  They were in fact 400 + years old but because of this the gas work has had to be rescheduled.  The re-dedication service would now be early 2016 not 29th November.

Terry Morris has now left Thameside Nature Park.  No replacement as yet, to be advertised in the future.  Mark Outten, southern reserves manager is covering two days a week.  There is a temporary visitor centre manager until Christmas.
Brian asked Canon Paul if James Baker had made any progress on the ET Village Green matter – nothing to report as yet

James Baker had notified Rev Brenda Gutberlet that it was not feasible to have a zebra crossing outside the Methodist Church due to low footfall.

Brian has again been in touch with Christina Jackson in September re community hub feasibility study. Possible buildings need to be identified.
East Tilbury Primary school nursery is still in discussion with Little Angels. It may be possible for ET Primary to hold nursery sessions off site. East Tilbury nursery staff have been redeployed within the school so if they get the go ahead to resume a nursery it could start immediately. The school has not given up the fight even though they have had no support from Thurrock council.

LAC Karen Dobson has queried whether the council ASBO department has been disbanded and is looking into it.

ET Library reduced opening times has severely hit local groups like “knit & natter” and the book club that use the premises. Brian has asked whether the library could be staffed by volunteers to keep the library open during these times.

Gordon Stevens has trimmed the hedges around the triangular traffic island on the junction of Station road and Princess Margaret road in East Tilbury village.

PROPOSED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
Iceni/Cogent have taken little notice of their survey/workshop responses. Over 300 people turned out for a public meeting on Friday 16th October showing a united communal rejection for any new house building on greenbelt land around Linford and E. Tilbury. Their proposals, although suggesting possibilities, give no guaranteed commitment for a new rail crossing, schools or health facilities. Brian suggested a mass protest march to the Iceni/Cogent exhibition on Saturday 7th November. Most people present volunteered to attend a workshop on Friday 6th Nov at 7 pm to make placards, banners etc. for the march at the ET sports hall.
Many people asked who they should write their letters of objection to. Several very similar replies from Stephen Metcalfe were circulated but it was felt that it would be better to write letters of objection to the council copying in our MP once the plans have been submitted and a planning number issued as they did in Corringham where 590 individual letters of objection were posted on the Thurrock planning website ref 15/00205/OUT.  It was stated that Thurrock had already met its quota of new houses till 2021 although John Purkiss pointed out that this quota could be changed.  He also pointed out that we could have the new River Thames crossing in our community if “Option C” was picked by the government.
After a great deal of further discussion it was agreed that the way forward at the moment was

· To show our solidarity by demonstrating our opposition to any building on our greenbelt land at the exhibition. 

· As soon as plans are submitted bombard our council and MP with letters/emails of objection.
· Keep up our impetus through social media.

· Draw up a Neighbourhood plan

Buckingham Hill ECO Park plans

Bob & Danny had been looking on line at the plans submitted for an ECO Park by Ingrebourne Valley Ltd who have the licence for sand & gravel extraction in Orsett Quarry, Buckingham Hill Road, until 2042.  The ECO park will be raised by 2 metres with inert waste then landscaped with grassland and wetlands with a moat and a fence around it to rehome all the wildlife from the rest of the area between the golf course and the railway line prior to resuming mineral extraction.  This will result in a further 300+ vehicle movements per day.  For further details go to http://regs.thurrock.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=NPOH9LQGG7I00 
SPORTS HALL 

There are still some on-going problems with the community use of the Sports Hall.  Canon Paul & Daphne had been to a very good meeting with Sue Sheppard who is the Village and Community Hall advisor for the Rural Community Council of Essex.   Sue is very informed and competent on the matters of Community Halls and we have now affiliated the Community Sports Hall Committee to the Essex RCC 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
John Purkiss urged everyone who spotted vehicles parked in Buckingham Hill Road to get in touch with the police and ask for an incident number.  Buckingham Hill Road is now a clearway where parking is not permitted. The vans are also making the road very dangerous when they park to offload motorcyclists to drive illegally around Orsett Quarry.

Next Forum Meeting Thursday 26th November at 7.30 

