WELCOM FORUM MEETING THURSDAY 30TH OCTOBER 2014
Present: John Purkiss in the chair, Bob & Marian Kuyper, Rose Phillips, Pam Painter, Steve Swinney, John Connolly, Ken Hayward, Roy Garwood, Johnson Evans, Daphne Harvey, Rev Brenda Gutberlet, Lorraine Stockdale, Keith Wyles
Apologies:  Chris & Kim Ford, Canon Paul Robinson,  Mike Le Surf, Julie Morrissey, Stacy Lane, Scott & Emma Sullivan,  Mike Tarbard, Brian Martin, Barry Palmer Cynthia Adams, Frank Harrington, Steve Richardson, Alan Riddle, Carol Fielding      & Terry Morris
MATTERS ARISING
John asked if anyone had attended the street meeting at West Tilbury, Rose had and the postman but that was all as far as she knew.  There have been no notices of where other meetings would be held and apart from an acknowledgement letter no correspondence from Essex police.  Secretary to chase.   Emails to the PCSO’s had also been undeliverable.  John is attending a meeting on Wednesday regarding speed restrictions as you enter Linford on Buckingham Hill Road.  The committee agreed that it would be good to have a flashing sign advising you of your speed just before the layby.  Brenda asked if a zebra crossing could be put in outside the Church as that would slow vehicles down as well.  A meeting with Network rail is due to take place on Thursday 6th November a number of options have been looked at including a bridge where the road is now.  The most favourable option is to have a footbridge over the railway at the green in Stenning/Beechcroft Avenue.  Persimmon housing developers have shown an interest in the Bata Field project for 299 houses and if this goes ahead as well as a new footpath to Chadwell St. Mary there would also be a new road into East Tilbury.  The rail consultation supposed to finish in May is now expected in November.
Steve Swinney reported on the Loral Area Coordinator interviews that took place.  Thirty people applied and the process has now whittled it down to three who Steve, Marian and Bob were going to meet the following day to decide who would be the most suitable for the post in East Tilbury and Linford.  Lorraine reported that the ones already working throughout Thurrock had been very successful in linking people into appropriate services.  The appointed person will work in the community identifying vulnerable people and help them before they reach crisis point.  

John welcomed and asked the three new attendees to introduce themselves.  Rev Brenda Gutberlet who is the new Methodist Minister for the four Thurrock Churches.  Lorraine Stockdale who works for Thurrock Council in the housing department as Tenancy enforcement at Chadwell St. Mary and Keith Wyles who has been a resident in Blue Anchor Lane, West Tilbury for 31 years.

John reported that the highway agency is looking into the number of accidents occurring at the junction of Blue Anchor Lane and Muckingford Road.  The hedge is a grey area no one seems to know who owns it. The recent flooding West Tilbury is due to the fields being higher than the road and also the drains being blocked.   The road at Mucking as you approach Thameside Nature Park is also flooding due to an old pond there.  

Plans had now been submitted for a Solar Farm in East Tilbury.  Ken and Lorraine both residents in the village said it would be better than housing or wind turbines.  The question was asked who a 40 ton vehicle would be able to turn into the site off the narrow road.   Objections can be made to planning application 14/01124/FUL
John said there were no plans for a gas powered power station.  
SPORTS HALL
Daphne reported that she is still experiencing problems with the cleaning of the hall.  The school are using it for packed lunches and when Daphne goes the floor is filthy and has to be cleaned before anyone else can use the hall.  As Daphne said her job is just to open up for hirers.  John asked Daphne to arrange a meeting with the school after half term to sort this problem out.  Daphne said the workshops and gymnastics organised for the half term had been very successful with nearly 50 children attending.
AROUND THE TABLE
Rose reported that there was still trouble at the Kings Head in West Tilbury usually on a Sunday with travellers selling and trading horses.
Pam informed everyone that work on St. Catherine’s would start in the New Year and would be completed by June, the St. Francis Centre in Linford would be used for services during this time.   Ken asked that the local residents be included in the consultation process as the work is being done.  There has been a lot of problems with people parking outside the Church on both sides of the road forcing pedestrians to walk in the road and during the day there is a perfectly good car park at the bottom of the hill at the Fort.  It was asked, with the hoped for increased usage of the Church, where people would park for night events.  John asked if Canon Paul Robinson and the Church wardens could meet with local residents and report back at the next Forum Meeting.

Keith Wyles reported on the increased of speeding vehicles down Blue Anchor Lane not just cars but the bus as well.  Secretary to ask Paula our PCSO to look into this and John would get the Highways involved re speeding signs.  If it is a commercial vehicle or bus you could take the registration number and report it.
John reported that the deep holes being dug in the Bata Field are archaeological digs being undertaken before building work.  The old Police Station (Richards Scruby’s) house will be demolished to make way for a walk through and emergency vehicles only to the new estate and the main entrance would be off Bata Avenue by the Doctors Surgery.  

Lorraine explained that she is working with John on small projects in the area as they have a limited budget to spend.  This could be small amounts of landscaping or putting fences around grassed areas to stop people parking there.  The council also have a number of garages to let out in East Tilbury for approximately £10 per week, please get in touch with Bill Sergeant at the council if you are interested.

Ken asked why the car park at the library gets so flooded every time it rains apparently the drains have collapsed.

Steve reported that the new footpath to Thameside Nature Park is still very muddy.  He came across some people firing high velocity air rifles there last week at targets they had set up.  Mott the farmer lets people shoot on his land and there is a rifle club in Coalhouse Fort and a fortnightly Sunday club on Durox land for clay shooting.  Motor bikes are still going down the back track to the sea wall.  There is a possibility that Walsh will link footpath 147 with a bridge to the sea wall.
Bob reported that we are no further forward with high speed broadband in the houses in Lower Linford all communications are going unanswered.  Bob agreed to send the correspondence to John and to try and organise a petition or ask all the residents in the affected area to email Essex Council and our MP.

Bob also reported on the 2014 Fun Day accounts:-
Income £1,128.26  Expenses £5,263.75 with a a shortfall of  £4,135.49. This was covered by a generous donation of £3,500 from J Walshe and £1,000 from the sports hall fund. 

Walsh also donated £1,000 to Linford Wanderers and £1,500 to the E. Tilbury schools PFA via the forum.
Daphne asked about the flooding at the lower end of Strathmore, drains need to be cleaned and the community notice board in East Tilbury.  This would be going up at the Co-op once the canopy has been repaired.

Next meeting 27th November 2014

