WELCOM FORUM MEETING THURSDAY 27th NOVEMBER 2014
Present: Brian Martin in the chair, John Purkiss, Bob & Marian Kuyper, Rose Phillips, Steve Swinney, John Connolly, Ken Hayward, Roy Garwood, Johnson Evans, Daphne Harvey, Rev Brenda Gutberlet, Lorraine Stockdale, Mike Le Surf, Canon Paul Robinson, Scott Sullivan, Cynthia Adams, Sharon & Paul Hiley, Barbara Rice, Allen Jones, Paul Lickman.

Apologies:  Chris & Kim Ford, Julie Morrissey, Stacy Lane, Barry Palmer, Frank Harrington, Carol Fielding, Pam Painter, Gordon Stevens.
October Minutes were passed as a true record
MATTERS ARISING
The letter from Essex police was read out explaining why our PCSO’s could not attend meetings anymore, copy attached.

Following several vehicle accidents at the junction of Blue Anchor Lane and Muckingford Road, the owners of the new house on corner have been asked to reduce or remove the earth bunding outside their property to improve visibility
Investigation work is being carried out on the sites earmarked for solar farm.

As yet no meeting has been held with villagers regarding various points raised at the last meeting re St. Catherine’s.  John to meet with Canon Paul in the near future, hopefully work will start January/February 2015.

No further forward with High Speed Broadband for lower Linford, John has told the developers of the Bata Field that their houses would not get superfast broadband unless BT install fibre cables to lower Linford so hopefully they will be able to press the case for a resolution..

Flooding at Strathmore has been reported, there is also flooding outside the school but although new soakaways have been installed they are just not working .

The new LAC for the area has been appointed, Mrs Karen Dobson, who will be taking up the post early 2015

GET HEALTHY
Barbara Rice, councillor for Chadwell St. Mary introduced herself and explained about the “Get Healthy” programme which Thurrock Council are running with Barking and Dagenham.  If you have a BMI of over 28 or suffer from low self-esteem, stress, anxiety, loneliness or depression then you are eligible for 12 weeks of free swimming lessons and a variety of other sports all under the supervision of a trained health worker.  Also under this programme starting at the Sports Hall on 10th January between 11.00 – midday will be Zumba classes for all adults at a cost of £1.50.  For more information go to www.thurrock.gove.uk/sport4life .  Concern was expressed by Johnson Evans that some people had gone to Blackshots to sign up for this and the staff there knew nothing about the scheme.  Barbara said she would look into this problem  
SPORTS HALL
Daphne reported that she is still experiencing problems with the cleaning of the hall as it is only cleaned first thing every morning.  Daphne and Brian had met with the acting head teacher and other members of staff who were horrified at the state of the floor by the end of the day and the cupboard.

ESSEX WILDLIFE
The only representative from Essex Wildlife was John Connolly who works as a volunteer in Linford Woods.  As far as we know a new Education Officer had not been appointed, interviews were arranged but then it was decided that it should be a combined job of Education and Assistant Site Manager.  Terry Morris had in fact been interviewed on TV on the Country File programme.

COALHOUSE FORT
Scott reported that the renovation work at the fort in the old toilet block should go ahead by the end of January and be finished by the summer.  There would be temporary toilets available while the work was going on.  There is now an Education Officer and Development Officer in post and he will bring one or both to a future Forum meeting.
POLICE AND COUNCIL MATTERS
As the Street meeting had been at the Church just before the Forum meeting it had been good to talk about local police matters.
5 or 6 Walsh lorries have been parking outside the Linford shops before 7am as the Walsh Depot doesn’t open till 7. It was very good that Walsh drivers were supporting local business by stopping at the shop for breakfast and lunch but rather inconvenient for other drivers.  The weekend of 15th/16th November there had been a number of vehicles parked on the road opposite the tip unloading bikes and quad bikes for racing purposes in the quarry.  Several people reported it to the police at the time but had no active response from them.  As this road is now a clearway and the people are trespassing then surely these vehicles can be clamped and/or towed away.   

John asked people to be aware when crossing East Tilbury crossing that there is a section of broken concrete awaiting repair.  This is probably the reason why all the Southend bound trains are going over the crossing at 10mph thus making the gate closures even longer. 

John reported on the consultation that is being carried out by Network Rail regarding the possibility of a road bridge over the railway lines.  Network Rail have now used up all the consultation money but the developer of Bata Field has agreed to fund any further consultation needed.  There are 4 bridge options being looked at. A bridge in the same location as the current crossing gates; a roundabout between the George & Dragon and St Clair’s cottages with a road sweeping east over the railway and coming down in Gobbions park to meet Princess Margaret road at the station and a new road being built between Bata Factory and the bungalow meeting the Muckingford road East of Low Street.  Obviously this new road is the preferred option as it would divert all Walsh and Bata industrial estate away from Princess Margaret road. There will need to be a public consultation before any decision is made.  To pay for this new road it may be necessary to have another housing development west of Beechcroft Avenue.  Another meeting is planned for January 2015.
Bob asked whether there could be a seven ton weight limit through Linford once the new road was built. With all goods traffic for the Bata industrial estate and the Walsh depot routed via Chadwell hill, Muckingford road and the new bridge Making Linford “lorry free”.
It had now been discovered that a gas pipe runs under the old Bata Sports Field so building would be restricted and current regulations would prevent even football played there.  Brian reported that the housing development opposite St. Cleres has not made the road any wider than it was before and although the developers offered St. Cleres two fields between them and the turn off for the country park it had now been discovered that a gas pipe runs under there as well.  The developers have also given St. Cleres School £87,000 to extend the car park.

John reported that a train leaves DP World every morning just before eight to link up with a northern route.

Regarding the 299 houses being built on the Bata Field, when the 100th house is finished we will get traffic lights installed at the north end of Buckingham Hill Road!!  The widening of the A13 is now due to take place in 2018.

Brenda asked if we could trust the developers in everything they offer, is it a cast iron agreement?  John said he hoped so.

It was reported that the Solar Farm company was going to start a community fund.

AROUND THE TABLE
Brian explained about a Thurrock Enquirer cover “wrap”. We have been asked to join with the other community forums and help finance this wrap advertisement page regarding the new river crossing.  We do not want another crossing in Thurrock and suggest the Canvey option is the best.  Although it has been decided by the government that no decision would be made until next year to see if the new measures at the crossing would be successful.  30th November is the date when the toll booths will be removed and there will be a similar scheme as the congestion charge into London.  
Steve explained that even if you have residents dart tag you have to re-register it on line before Sunday.  Steven also introduced Paul Lickman who was attending the Forum meeting for the first time.
Lorraine said some of the money earmarked for small projects in East Tilbury would be going on lighting in garage areas on the Fairview estate– Cynthia has already applied.

Allen Jones reported that the flooding in Turnpike Lane and High House Lane is very bad and dangerous

Cynthia reported that the bus service is again running late and on one occasion missed out East Tilbury Village completely.  John said you must phone the bus company immediately anything like this happens so it can be logged.  Also the crossing at Low Street is bowed making it dangerous for cars to drive across.
Cynthia also reported that the Doctors surgery in East Tilbury that has the phlebotomist visit on Thursdays to take blood tests is now being limited to just 20 patients and only for their own patients not patients of any other surgery.  This service has been going for many years and would be a great loss if it was cut back or discontinued.  Sharon Hiley replied that she was a phlebotomist and the whole blood pathology department had been taken over by IPP a French Company who were making cuts throughout the department.  Also the Doctors surgery was not a sterile environment and really should not be used for such tests.  

Brian urged everyone to write to their own surgeries and ask for this service not only to continue but to be extended to all surgeries in East Tilbury.

Johnson Evans complained that the leaves had not been swept up from East Tilbury Road and it was making walking conditions extremely slippery.   
Daphne Harvey agreed to be minute secretary in Marian’s absence during January and February 2015

Next meeting 29th January 2015
