MINUTES OF WELCOM FORUM THURSDAY 30TH MARCH 2017
Present:  John Purkiss in the Chair, Marian Kuyper Secretary & Bob Kuyper Treasurer, Iris Crane, Lesley Keefe, Michael Keal, Peter Risk, Will Kelsey, Jo Wakiling, Bob Quick, Allen Jones, Daphne Harvey, Sue Sammons, Renie Bell, Gordon Stevens, Dave Bowling and Bernie Potton and David Blackburn from Potton Homes.

Apologies: Chris & Kim Ford, Mike Tarbard, Scott Sullivan,  Cynthia Adams, Cris Bowling Cook, Fraser Massey, Kerrie Mansfield, Janice Fawsitt, Rose Phillips, Val Adams, Brian Martin and Sharon Smith.

MATTERS ARISING
Gordon Stevens apologised that as yet he had not started counting the traffic he would start next week.

SPORTS HALL
Regretfully John Purkiss reported that Canon Paul Robinson had resigned from the Community Sports hall committee.   There had been a meeting two weeks ago which was quite positive and seemed to make community use of the hall “future Proof” if St. Cleres/Optima took over the running of the hall.  As a community we had not been supported at all by the local school.  Prices will stay the same to 2018 residents would be invited onto the committee along with hall users.  Workers will be covered by the St. Cleres trust.  An AGM will be held to elect a new chairperson, hopefully a parent from the school, and committee, it may be possible to have this the same time as the Forum AGM.    Thanks were expressed for all the work done by Canon Paul and a letter would be sent expressing our appreciation.  

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Will Kelsey updated us regarding the new Neighbourhood Watch in the area.  One hundred houses in East Tilbury had signed up and are receiving their welcome pack from local coordinators.  There is also a loyalty card from the Co-op that donates a sum for every £ spent.  The Neighbourhood Watch no longer receives funding from Thurrock Council and is looking to do some fund raising events in the area.  Will also urged everyone present to report crimes to the police to ensure we had enough police presence in the area.  The NW could also provide handymen to help vulnerable people put up alarms etc.   It was agreed by the Forum to donate £250.00 to this excellent cause.  

GOBIONS PARK
It was reported that the recent quiz night had been very successful and there would be an Easter Sunday Funday from 12.00 – 4.00 at the park (advert attached).  An appointment had been made with Walshe to see if they could help with new bark chippings.

LIBRARY/BATA HERITAGE CENTRE

Mike Tarbard had sent in the following report:-

The Council have set up a project team to discuss East Tilbury library and, hopefully, its replacement.  I attended the initial meeting on 6 March but John Purkiss was unable to attend himself.  There is a further meeting on 10 April when both John and I expect to be present.  1 Big Storage has been extremely helpful to the Bata Heritage Centre allowing us to store our collection safely whilst we try and organise professional help with the restoration work.  There has been an enormous amount of support via social media for which we are grateful.  We are trying to keep "business as usual" and have an Open Day on Wednesday 26 April at the East Tilbury Scout Hall in Princess Margaret Road (next to the railway station) from 10.00am to 3.00pm.  We will be delighted to welcome people to this event.
John had also spoken to one of the team that runs the Industrial Estate and the three storey building that was thought to be ideal for a new library, hub and Heritage Centre has been earmarked for something else so would not be available.  Hopefully the land owner of the old library would be at the meeting on 10th April so matters could progress.
KINGS HEAD WEST TILBURY
Allen Jones gave the Forum a report on the situation of the Kings Head Public House, West Tilbury which had closed down in 2016.  Mainly due to the large rent that had to be paid to Punch Taverns.  It had been purchased for £300,000 by a property developer who wanted to turn it into 3 separate dwellings and 4 in the gardens.  Thankfully this had been turned down by Thurrock Council Planning Department.  The residents of the village would like to purchase the building and run it as a pub, hub coffee shop etc.  They have established a private company to achieve their target through an initial share offer, minimum share £250.00 each.  A bid will be submitted to the owner within the next few days for £300,000.  Already funding pledges have been received from friends in Thurrock and further afield, and also generous support from the Plunkett Foundation and CAMRA.  Further details can be found on the groups website www.westtilburycommunitypub.co.uk  or the Facebook page of the group, West Tilbury Kings Head Community Pub.  If it was successful then the group would rent the premises out to a landlord and it would be a Free house.
Gordon Stevens asked if it was to open again could he be the first customer!  John Purkiss said a good restaurant would be desirable perhaps one of our top chefs would like to open there Jamie Oliver is an Essex Boy.

COMMUNITY TRUST
Hopefully a meeting would be set up soon with Iceni regarding this.
AROUND THE TABLE
Daphne asked if the next Community Sports Hall meeting on 19th April would go ahead and who would chair it.  John to look into the matter.

There is going to be double yellow lines from the shops to the turning of Hampshire Gardens.  The fear was voiced that people would park in Hampshire Gardens instead.  John asked Sue Sammons if she could get the council to put up a “Residents Parking only” sign to stop this.  

Sue also reported that the camera van at the Railway crossing was not there to catch speeding vehicles but to catch cars that jump the red warning lights when the barriers are coming down.  This was operated by railway security and they have offered to come to the next forum meeting to let us all see the inside of the van and how it worked.

Bob Quick had attended the LDF committee meeting open session.  

Peter Risk asked how Gloria was recovering from the nasty mugging.  She has spent some of the money collected for her on Physio.

Dave Bowling asked why Thurrock Council sent £140,000 to Lea Valley Park (in fact this was raised in the Thurrock Gazette newspaper the next day) Coalhouse Fort was getting more litter bins and there had been a delivery of swings.  

The council had put in a bid for the Medical Centre in East Tilbury.  Dave had attended a meeting at the Beehive Centre regarding the health authorities need to save £100,000,000 per year for the next five years.  
Discussion took place as to where the notice boards should be put.  Suggestions were Gobions Park, The Memorial Park, Scout Hall railings if allowed by the Scouts or outside the butchers in Linford.

Traffic Lights, paid for by Persimons, should go in at the end of Buckingham Hill Road very soon.  The A13 road works are going to affect us greatly.

POTTON HOMES – 31 HALT DRIVE
Bernie Potton and David Blackburn attended the meeting from Potton Homes who provide protected emergency child care for children aged 8 – 17 up to a period of 28 days.  They had recently been Ofsted inspected and had received a rating of “good”.  Since the Forum meeting in November when a large number of residents in Halt Drive had opposed the home and voiced fears regarding the impact on the community.  Mr Potton was pleased to report that their fears had not come to fruition and apart from one incident in February all had been quiet.  A number of cars belonging to his staff had been damaged and one member of staff chased down the road by a local resident.  All incidents had been reported to the police but he had decided not to proceed with prosecution.  
Marian did point out that parking was still a problem when coming out of Pinewood Close as on some days cars were parked on the corner of Pinewood and Halt Drive making it impossible to see oncoming traffic.  The council have refused to allow a drop kerb to be put in because of the corner position which would allow at least two vehicles to be parked off the road.  John asked Sue if she could look into this objection but meanwhile a second parking spot will be created next to the side driveway.

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT & THAMES CROSSING
Nothing to report
NEXT MEETING THURSDAY, 27th April, 7.30 at Linford Methodist Church
All the Minutes of Forum meetings can be found at www.welcomcf.org.uk 
