FORUM MEETING THURSDAY 27th MARCH 2014  

Present:  Brian Martin in the Chair, Marian & Bob Kuyper, Cynthia Adams, Liam Judd, Allen Jones, Rose Phillips, Paula Knowles Essex Police, Ken Hayward, Pam Painer, Frank Harrington, Carol Fielding, Daphne Harvey, Joe Blandy, Roy Garwood, Paul Robinson, Johnson Evans, Renata Gully, John Connolly, Chris & Kim Ford, Terry Morris & Paul Leybourn.
Apologies: Mike Le Surf, Julie Morrissey, Coralee Baxendale, Steve Swinney and Gordon Stevens.

February Minutes passed as a correct record

MATTERS ARISING
Still no decision on the river crossing there will be a public meeting at Orsett on Wednesday 2nd April.  Excellent article in the Enquirer re Walsh, well done and thanks to Cynthia, The council enforcement officers are going to visit Walsh on a regular basis now.  

Network rail meeting cancelled.  Consultation results regarding level crossing due soon.

The AED should be with us by the end of April

Nothing on the new housing at the Bata Industrial site.  John Purkiss has had talks with the land owners who are looking into the problem with the rubbish in the ditches.  There is also a lot of rubbish in Fort Road.  You now have to show ID if you want to use the tip at Buckingham Hill this could be causing more fly tipping in the area.  It was asked if Coles had cleared the ditches off Fort Road because the stuff cleared out is just dumped at the side.  

POLICE REPORT

	Offence
	Number
	Detected

	ABH
	2
	1

	Assault without Injury
	2
	1

	Burglary Dwelling 
	1
	0

	Burglary Other
	1
	0

	Criminal Damage
	1
	0

	Dangerous Dogs
	1
	0

	GBH with intent
	1
	0

	Harassment
	1
	0

	Sexual
	1
	0

	Theft
	2
	0

	Theft from Motor
	2
	0

	Theft Other
	3
	0


Burglaries down in March, Paula stressed that if anyone feels personally threatened then they should dial 999 if no threat then dial 101.  It was stated that a young girl was in this situation but it took the police 90 minutes to attend.  John Connolly and Chris and Kim Ford had both received cold calling from men in high vis jackets asking if their homes were adequately protected.   These calls happened in the early evening and the men had no ID on them.  They said they were from ADT Paula asked if anyone had these callers at their house then ask for contact details.   Frank said he may have caught them on his CCTV he would look and let Paula Know.   Joe to put a warning on Facebook.  Daphne asked if any headway had been made regarding the racist remarks painted in East Tilbury.  Unfortunately nothing as yet, Liam will see if there is anything on the CCTV cameras at the club.  There has also been a red fiesta speeding around Coronation Avenue people know who it is but a registration number is needed.   There is also a man in a van trying to sell mattresses. The scam is that these are old ones that have just been recovered.  There is still the problem of a 4x4 parking in Northumberland Road and offloading bikes to go and race in the pit.  John Purkiss reported that from the old A.13 all the way to Northumberland Road will become a clearway very soon.  There was concern voiced at the number of horses on local land.  Terry was worried about the travellers letting their horses roam on Essex Wildlife trust parkland.  Allen Jones asked if this isn’t a neglect  issue.  Someone tried to set fire to East Tilbury Village Hall on Wednesday.  
ESSEX WILDLIFE
The approach road has been flooded and Thurrock Council have been in to do a temporary repair.  The cattle will be back by mid April, Dave Reynolds will be solely missed as a volunteer, John Connolly remarked about the cattle being left too long on the field and running out of grazing food.  The Brown Tourist sign boards are now up.  There is now another pond by the visitor centre for school educational purposes.   Footpath 147 work still on-going hopefully will be open in July.  Flyers were given out on all the upcoming events, unfortunately due to a lack of volunteers there would be no special event for Mothering Sunday.  There is a real need for volunteers at the park especially at the weekends.  Beckie Beresford is visiting many of the local schools and on 10th May 600 Scouts will be visiting the park.  The Mud Flats camera has now been installed but unfortunately the telescope is broken.  
SPORTS HALL

Unfortunately the Caretaker has left.  There are now sun filters waiting to be fixed to the windows.  Daphne introduced Carol Fielding who has taken on the job as treasurer for the Sports Hall.  Brian Martin asked John Purkiss if he would become the main contact for the sports hall as he has a conflict of interest.

AROUND THE TABLE

Allen and Rose reported that the Kings Head at West Tilbury lease is up for sale.  The old school has been sold to be turned into a residential dwelling.  The village Hall website http://www.westtilburyvillagehall.com/ has the latest calendar of events.

Pam Painter reminded everyone about the Mothering Sunday Cake Sale at St. Francis on Saturday

Bata War Memorial is being rededicated on Sunday 27th April at 2pm
There is a free First Aid Course at St. Francis on Saturday 17th May.

Coalhouse Fort has applied for funding of £1,000,000 for an education officer, new café, new toilet block and restoration work.  Scott Sullins would be willing to talk about this, John Purkiss to invite him to next Forum Meeting.   Pathfinder is a Mobile phone app and there is one for the Bata Estate and Fort and this is going to be extended to St. Catherine’s.  The Two Forts footpath is nearly finished.
Frank Harrington asked if it would be possible to install a roundabout where Buckingham Hill Road meets the A1014 (old A13)  Barry and John said this had been looked into lots of times at the council and was still on the agenda there was also the possibility of traffic lights being installed here.
John reported that the council had received more money from the government for pot holes.  White lining and zebra crossing to be redone throughout the borough.  The council still has to make cuts of £13,000,000, Chadwell housing office will probably be closed.

Joe Blandy has heard a rumour that St. Cleres Golf Course would be for sale with just the driving range and 9 hole course being kept (Marian and Bob heard this rumour last year as well)  Barry Palmer said this was green belt and there was nothing in the pipeline at the moment.
Joe also reported that the response to his Easter Egg Hunt, £1 per child, had been very good with 50 children and their parents signing up for it.  The committee agreed that they would fund any shortfall if it should arise.

Ken Hayward asked about the new bus time table, the consultation had taken longer than anticipated.  Amber Coaches have taken over and the buses are now every 90 minutes John Purkiss has asked them to put on smaller buses if possible and go to Essex Wildlife Trust.   Brian asked if it would be possible to negotiate a deal for the children who will be going to 6th form college in September in Corringham.  John to investigate.
Brian asked Liam Judd if he had managed to meet with the PFA regarding the Fun Day on 13th July.  Liam reported that the PFA would be willing to take over organising the Stalls if the proceeds went to them.  Brian requested Liam set up a meeting with him and the PFA
Daphne said that Step Dance are taking 20 junior school children to dance on a West End stage.  Would it be possible for the youth club account to fund a coach to the theatre. – agreed.

John Connolly asked if anyone else had heard the increased noise from the Durox  Factory in Linford, it was thought that production has been increased.

Who maintains the trees in East Tilbury Road opposite the Methodist church?

East Tilbury Schools are looking for new governors as several have left recently.  
Next meeting 24th April, 7.30 Linford Methodist Church
