WELCOM FORUM
7.30pm Thursday 26th January 2017

Linford Methodist Church Hall
Present: Chair: John Purkiss, Deputy Chair: Dave Bowling, R. Phillips, V Adams, I Crane, J Wakeling, F Massey, Cllr. S Sammons, C Bowling, W Kelsey, G Doherty, N Fawsitt, J Fawsitt, S Sullivan, K Dobson, A Fuller, R Murrells, U Murrells, L Smart, R Quick, L Keefe, B Martin, Minute taker: L Mulley.
Apologies: G Stevens, D Smith.

Matters Arising: None to be discussed other than those on the agenda.

Thameside Nature Park – Lisa Smart
It was reported that the park had experienced a busy Christmas with good numbers of people attending events. Currently there is Health & Safety work being undertaken and events for Half term are being organised. They are still experiencing some issues with motor bikes and Lisa asked people to phone the police if you see bikers entering the park.
Friends of Gobions Park – Fraser Massey

Ongoing fund raising events to raise the profile of Gobions include a Race Night taking place on Sat. 28th Jan., and a Quiz Nite, the date of which will be announced soon.  A Remembrance Day event is also planned.  Tesco bags have provided some funding and several large companies have been approached to participate in a ‘Work Day’.

Cllr. Sue Sammons mentioned that the CEO of Thurrock Council, Lin Carpenter has requested a ‘Walk about’ in the area and Sue will make a point of taking her to the park and informing her of the community work being undertaken.
Jan Fawsitt added that Councillor McPherson had also mentioned how impressed she was with the work and commitment for this project.

A question of who owns the fence around Gobions was raised. SL Logistics was mentioned and  tried to contact, but with no response. John suggested trying the Lands Dept., of the Council to get further info. Someone thought it may be the farmers Lyons Bros.
Potton Homes, Halt Drive – Update
No further disturbances have been reported and residents at this meeting thought there had been some slight improvement with the parking problems. The Forum have written to Mr Potton and we will continue to monitor the situation.

Thames Crossing Option C – Update

Jan confirmed that there is no further news at the moment, but an announcement is expected in February.  As soon as news is available the Thames Crossing Proposal Group will meet to agree further steps. A stall at the Orsett Christmas Fair advertising that the group was still very active had been warmly welcomed.
Protest posters around the area desperately need renewing and Jan confirmed that she will be starting to do this soon with the assistance of Rosie Roast.

The protest group on the Kent side have been focusing on the pollution effects of Option C which will also help our cause on the Essex side. As well as the Government holding off spending at present it seems that public strength of opinion may be having some impact on their decision process.  The A14 route is still favoured by Thames Crossing Group as the most cost effective, viable and cleanest option.  In this uncertainty and until an option is announced councils are also struggling to complete their Local Development Plans. 
Action Point: Jan Fawsitt will keep the Forum updated on the next steps of the Thames Crossing Proposal Group.
Library Update – Cllr. Sue Sammons
Sue confirmed a survey has been carried out on the building, the impression is that it is probably not repairable, but until the formal report is published this is speculation. In the interim Linford Village Hall, St Francis Centre and the Post Office have offered space for some of the groups to use their facilities. A slightly longer term solution might be a porta-cabin.  
Action Point: Sue to find out more about the length of the lease of the land the current building is on.
Karen Dobson contacted the Job Centre because of access issues to computers for local people looking for employment. Due to kind offers, there are currently two computers available for use, based at the Food Bank, St Francis Centre on Wednesdays 10am-12 and Thursdays 11am-1pm.

East Tilbury Neighbourhood Watch 

The initial meeting has taken place and was very well attended. Will Kelsey has been appointed the Lead Contact for the area, Sharon Smith, Co-ordinator.  Will is attending a training session on the 7th February. It is very early days, but he wants to encourage residents to be pro-active and display Neighbourhood Watch Stickers. Action Point: Will to feedback further at next Forum meeting.
School Sports Hall - Update
John announced a new agreement is close to being signed off with St. Cleres’ Trust who own the building. He will give more information at the next Forum meeting.
ROUND TABLE ISSUES

1) The annual RSPB Garden Bird Watch is this weekend and it was suggested that residents and children should be encouraged to participate. Details are on line.
2) Youth Nuisance – Karen has met with the Community Safety Team and school leaders to discuss the problems being encountered locally with anti-social behaviour and the worrying use of legal highs. They have agreed to run joint projects and engage with the police to identify problem youngsters. St. Cleres  have been really positive in their support.  Dave Bowling questioned why ‘Stop & Search’ was not taking place as he thought this would be a reasonable preventative measure.
There was discussion about what youth clubs and activities have been tried in the past. There are still really good football and other sporting activities organised locally, as well as Scouts, Cubs, etc., but it was agreed that these were unlikely to attract the types of youths involved in this anti-social behaviour.
3) Buses – There are still concerns about high speeds through villages of buses. Jan Fawsitt said speed watch training is available. Please contact her if you are interested in being involved and undertaking the training.
4) Bata Heritage Group – Scott met with the group who have encouragingly received many of offers of help, including the Big Self Storage company on the Bata Industrial park who have offered storage space. Many of the items are smoke damaged and some of the artefacts will need specialist cleaning. If you can help, please let them know. 

5) Muddy Roads – Residents are concerned about the amount of mud and dirt on our roads, especially from the new entrance of the mineral extraction quarry near the tip.  - Cllr. Sammons has already raised this issue with the council.

6) Bench at Bus Stop – Sue was pleased to announce there is now a bench at the ET bus stop.  She is hopeful that this may be the first of many.  Sue also noted that a ‘No Waiting’ restriction by Hampshire Gardens is under consideration by the council.

7) ET Medical Centre – Jan noted that Cllr James Baker had not attended any of the meetings regarding this issue. Hopes that the surgery will remain open and Thurrock Council will purchase the building are looking encouraging.  
Specialist healthcare services are being rationalised under the Essex Success Regime.  There is a meeting planned for the 6th February at the Beehive Centre in Grays at which representatives from NHS England will be present. The meeting sessions will run from 10am to 4pm and Jan recommended that as many people as possible should attend.

8) Local Plan Meeting – Chris Bowling has attended the meeting which was very poorly attended by only 8 people. Chris is shocked at the apathy of local people to this very important and far reaching decision process. 
Action Point: Chris Bowling to write on the East Tilbury Facebook page how very important it is that we attend future meetings and discussions, as this will have an impact on the future of our area.
9) Scott – reminded the meeting that we had decided not to go forward with a local Neighbourhood Plan as the timing was not good and it may have “muddied the waters”. This was agreed after we received a presentation and advice from the council planning dept., however, we should engage fully with the Local Plan.

10)  John advised the meeting that there is to be a Review of Community Forums. He has therefore invited Natalie Warren from the Neighbour Community Department, Thurrock Countil to the February meeting to give us further information.

11)  A13 Widening Road works – John drew our attention to this public notice. He is very concerned to see that the impact on ET and Linford is not even mentioned and would encourage everyone to look at the website and make comment on the potential problems and impact on our area.                    
Action Point: All Forum Members to raise awareness with neighbours and residents of our area to comment.

106 Agreement from Bata Field Development

John informed the meeting that Dave Bowling, Linda Mulley and Sue Sammons had accompanied him to meet with representatives from ICENI/COGENT, to discuss the 106 agreement from the Bata Field Development. The largest amount of money £450,000 was to have been used for a Pedestrian footbridge, however, since the agreement was drawn up restrictions have been placed on the type of pedestrian bridge that can be built, which would mean it could no longer be built in the originally identified place.  There is also no agreement by Network Rail for a bridge to traverse the railway line either.  The meeting was to request Cogent to negotiate with Persimmons to ring fence this money for our local community projects. (106 monies are returned to the Developer if not used within the time period agreed, usually 5 years).
Discussions included the possibility of creating a local Community Trust Fund, which would have autonomy from Thurrock Council to fund and upkeep local projects.  Forum members were asked to consider carefully what projects they would like to see funded from this money if negotiations are successful and the money is ring fenced. 
Action Point: Forum members: ideas and suggestions to be put forward at the February meeting.
Date of Next Meeting  
7.30pm Thursday 23rd February 17  - Linford Methodist Church Hall
