WELCOM  FORUM  MEETING THURSDAY 26th FEB 2015

Present: John Purkiss (chair) Daphne Harvey, Rose Phillips, George and Susan Webster, Barry Palmer, Jon Fuller, Linda Musson, Cynthia Adams, Mike Le- Surf, Karen Wiseman, Chris and David Bowling, Gordon Stevens, Ian Anderson, Jeff Loton, Kim and Chris Ford, Rev Brenda Gutberlet, Canon Paul Robinson, Pam Painter,
Apologies: Bob and Marian Kuyper, Brian Martin, Steve Swinney, Lorraine Stockdale, Carol Fielding.

JP opened the meeting asking everyone to introduce themselves as we had a few new speakers this evening.

Ian Anderson introduced himself that he works for a company called Iceni Projects on behalf of Persinom Developers, regarding the various land plots around East Tilbury. He went on to talk about the development of 299 houses behind Princess Margaret Road, the financing of a pedestrian foot bridge. BG asked if money was available for a zebra crossing in Linford. JP said it would not come under this it would be the Highways Dept. Ian said they have commissioned Network Rail where to put a bridge. Ian said due to his past experience working in this area his company would assist in the delivery of solving the various problems working very closely with the community. JP and BP are now championing the cause that a road bridge is now needed coming across between the bungalow and the Bata Industrial Estate . KD asked when will it start, Ian said they would like it asap. Ian went on to explain that without a road bridge the houses won't go ahead as people will not buy because of the railway crossing difficulties. Funding the road bridge could be helped by applying to Price Waterhouse for a mortgage that would be paid back in part by the building of houses at a sum of £1000 per house paid to them, then there is the council tax that would be generated from each household. Also talks with Network Rail are continuing JP said a further meeting is set for 24th March. DB asked what the time factor would be due to the extra lorry movements and solar park. Ian said the first faze would be 150 houses maybe about 18 mths. BP said cost of bridge would be about £15,000,000 that would have to be in place first. GW asked if the 106 rule to fix the infrastructure could be used for a bus service. Ian said yes it could. KW asked about the local schools, GP's etc. JP said that this would be taken into account. Ian said he would arrange a full consultation with the community. JP thanked Ian for coming.

George Webster introduced himself as Director of "Amber Buses" he went on to explain the legality of the 56 days notice, that he has been told the contract must end 31st March 2015 after only one year of running the service. He has delayed the deregistration of the service hoping that it could be resolved. Discussion went on regarding the three other routes that are not stopping. The 374 route is a lifeline for our area with 90,000 passenger movements per year. George had put £250,000 in purchasing new buses and new staff and would not break even until the service had been running for at least 3 years. DB asked does it serve the schools. George said no they are funded separately under a statutory obligation. Jon Fuller at this point asked the chair JP if he would like him to go Out as a council official. JP said no he could stay as we were transparent in all we have to say. JP said he had only found out about the cut last week and said to George if JP arranges a meeting for early next week would he attend with him. George said yes he was willing as it is important not only to him but the community to continue with this service. JP asked if he could run it with lesser bus movements in quiet periods, George said it would not work as what's quiet in one area isn't in another. George had analyzed passenger movements in the last week and came up with they were fairly even. BG asked what did Thurrock Council use as a criteria to cut the service. BP and JP said they felt it was a political decision due to the up and coming election. BG said we should put pressure on to find this out. ML said he would fight for our corner irrelevant of Political Party. CA made a point of saying we have nothing, yet the other routes are served elsewhere as well. At this point Jon Fuller read out a statement from Thurrock Council saying," The Council have spent a long time agonizing about this non statutory requirement and consideration was given to the areas served and the links that they provide and with greater health needs On this basis the Council have unfortunately made the decision that service 374 will not be renewed 2015/16. "If you wish to complain contact complaints@thurrock.gov.uk or ring 01375 652652. George said if he put up the fares significantly and Thurrock put up £100,000 he would be able to run a service commercially.
Jon Fuller from Thurrock Council has had government funding to employ 12 people to look at transport which ended in the summer. The feedback was that people had no idea about bus routes, cycle routes, bus passes. They also looked at the voluntary sector, creating a voluntary team to help people in the community, car sharing, work experience. He would like to circulate some posters, JP suggested the Library, Visitors Centre.

Karen Wiseman introduced herself from the "Wellhome Service" it's a new scheme started back in June working with private households, owned or rented. To offer help with security, health, flat roofs, issues with Landlords, Gas and Electricity checks. Smoke alarms fitted, bolts and locks and new boilers fitted. People do not have to be on benefits, it's anything that will help improve people's lives. It is partially funded by the Papworth Trust, Thurrock Council, Essex Police and Fire Service. JP said it's important we let the community know about this service, CF and KF to take cards to the Food Bank, BG took some cards too.

JP explained that we need some new members for a steering committee for the new Hub that maybe coming to our area.

JP Told the committee that a meeting was being held on the 2nd March regarding the proposal put forward from Paul Griffiths CEO St Cleres Academy for "OPTIMA" to run the "Sports Hall". PR, DH, BM , JP will be attending along with Carol Fielding Treasury to the Sports Hall.

JP Spoke about the new 100 festival coming soon in Thurrock that will be 10 by 10 mile walks, a route has been settled on to run through East Tilbury.

CA wrote a letter to Dr Ram requesting he has a blood service at his practice but as he was off ill no one will be replying to it yet.

GS told JP he had spoken to the bus transport users group and said it seems that the social depravation areas gets priority over us where they have 4 routes and we have one.

PP work on St Catherine's starts on 9th March so it will be their last service there this Sunday. CF said a leaflet is to go out to all households in the village regarding this refurbishment.

GS the Kings Head is to change management soon.

JP asked PR if everything was going well with the keys and car park at the fort. PR said it is all well but some lights would be nice.

CF said there is a lot of evidence of laughing gas being used he wonder where it was being obtained from. DB said when he walks his dogs he has seen evidence at the pumping station.

JP will contact the police, Wednesday night seemed to have a lot of activity in this area.

CA said Walsh's cannot be washing their wheels due to the amount of slurry on road. JP to get enforcement to go down on Friday. CA said can't they tarmac Coronation Ave. JP said £4,000,000 the budget for repairs is  drop in the ocean to cover Thurrock. Walsh’s put in £10,000 per year for road maintenance.

BG said that the church council had discussed about a zebra crossing brought up by DH. A letter had been written and hand delivered and was now with John Kent. JP said it was unlikely to happen unless there was a fatality. BG said she was not happy to wait for that to happen and will be requesting some statistics.

MLS mentioned the 374 passes through 6 wards.
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