WELCOM FORUM MEETING THURSDAY 24th APRIL 2014  

Present:  Brian Martin in the Chair, Marian & Bob Kuyper, Cynthia Adams, Liam Judd, Rose Phillips, Ken Hayward, Pam Painter,  Daphne Harvey, Joe Blandy, John Connolly, Terry Morris, Paul Leybourn. Mike Le Surf, Julie Morrissey, Coralee Baxendale, Teresa Martin, Gordon Stevens, John Purkiss, Barry Palmer, Stacy Lane, Meresa Wilkins, Steve Richardson, Scott & Emma Sullivan, Ann Osola.
Apologies:  Steve Swinney,  Allen Jones, Paula Knowles, Carol Fielding,  Paul Robinson , Renata Gully, Kirsty Ireland, Chris & Kim Ford,
March Minutes passed as a correct record

MATTERS ARISING
Still no decision on the river crossing the public meeting at Orsett on Wednesday 2nd April was extremely well attended by over 300 residents.  Essex County Council say there will be a decision June/July this year.  Stephen Metcalfe our MP stated government was waiting to see how lifting the toll booths on the present crossing works out with the new free flow traffic system.  Residents of Canvey Island would like a crossing across the river from there. 

No news from Network rail re level crossing. The AED (defibrillators) have not arrived yet. The rubbish alongside the ditches on fort road Tilbury is still there.
Excellent community work by Joe Blandy and his team of Easter Bunnies on the Easter Egg hunt.

John Purkiss and the police have had a meeting with Tarmac regarding the motor bike problems on Buckingham Hill Road.  The police have been sending the mobile unit out and Tarmac have enforced the fencing at the site which seems to be helping.

TRANSPORTATION & HIGHWAYS

Brian introduced the new head of Transportation & Highways, Ann Osola.  Ann told the meeting that she had only been in the post for a month and was in a steep learning curve to address the local problems and planning a way forward.  She then invited questions and comments from those present.
The bottom of Buckingham Road where it meets the A1013, would become a problem when the road widening work started on the A13.  This would make it extremely difficult for traffic turning out of Buckingham Hill Road.  Something needed to be done before this work started i.e. traffic lights or mini roundabout.

Although the speed limit is 30 mph in Linford most vehicles are doing more than that as they come downhill into Linford from the 50mph on Buckingham Hill Road.  Would it be possible to put up a solar powered speed warning indicator similar to the one in Princess Margaret Road.

Indiscriminate parking in East Tilbury Road at the shops and further along is making it extremely difficult and dangerous for people crossing over from Merrie Loots, pedestrians crossing to the bus stop and to the Church.  It was recognised that to ban parking outside the shop would cause a loss of livelihood to these shops and in fact this did act as a traffic calming measure but when more obstructions appeared along the road then drivers tended to become frustrated and force their way through thus causing accidents.  
It was now a clearway along Buckingham Hill Road from the A1013 to Northumberland Road perhaps this could be extended or yellow lines put in.

It was asked why Linford and East Tilbury were the only parts of Thurrock not to have speed bumps.

Police mobile speed cameras would help, especially with the speeding Walsh lorries.  Ann said she was having a regular monthly meeting with the police to sort out problems.

When there is a football match being played in Linford Park the cars park on the pavement thus forcing people to walk out on an extremely dangerous road.  

Although the off road bikes parking in Buckingham Hill Road seem to be resolved at the moment Terry from Essex Wildlife said there had been problems at the nature park with a large removals van parked in the road with motor bikes getting out of it.  There has also been flooding in the road and only two of the brown directional signs to the park had been erected so far.  

Signage at the new Manor way roundabout was confusing for vehicles travelling to Linford and East Tilbury. 

When would the road works at the Sorrels roundabout be finished?
Bus Service has deteriorated since new contract with buses late and of course only being every 90 minutes now not hourly.  Apparently the bus drivers are still learning the routes.

The lane markings at the 5 Bells roundabout are confusing as well but it was unclear if this came under Thurrock or Basildon.

Ann confirmed that East Tilbury Level Crossing was in her remit. Brian thanked Ann for coming along to the meeting and taking on board our concerns.

COALHOUSE FORT

Scott Sullivan introduced himself as Environmental Programme Manager for the council someone who finds the money and manages projects.

The Coalhouse Fort project has been worked on by Mike Tarbard, Canon Paul Robinson and Ken Levy all of whom had worked hard to get a substantial amount of lottery funding.

Preliminary plans are attached to the Minutes, these are still a work in progress.  Basically the physical work will entail new toilets, relocation of the warden’s office and a café.  A new footpath around to the gate house with new fencing.  A business partner is being sought to run the café.
Two new posts have been agreed and advertised Education Officer to liaise with local schools and put on a series of events to fit into the national school curriculum 

Community Development Officer with skills to train and support volunteers
Scott was asked if there were any plans to increase the car parking facilities at the fort.  No but it will be looked into in the future.

Were the toilets accessible for the disabled – yes fully with a wide ramp leading up to them and the toilets would be separate from the Café. 

Ken Hayward asked if the Smart Wooden Posts are anything to do with the project.  These were put up by a company called Maxigreen alongside the river side path from Tilbury to Leigh on Sea with assessable circular routes from C2C stations to point out local points of interest i.e marshes etc.

Brian invited Scott to have a stall at the Fun Day on 13th July to display the lastest plans for the Fort project.
POLICE REPORT

Coralee was asked if it would be possible for members for the public to be trained to use speed guns.  Apparently a few years ago a large number of residents from West Tilbury put their name forward for this but before it could be implemented the training was suspended due to a member of staff leaving.  If this could be done the offender first receives a letter and warning, with a fine for a second offense.  
Coralee would look into this and report back if it would be possible for training to go ahead.
	Offence
	Number
	Detected

	ABH
	3
	0

	Assault without Injury
	2
	1

	Arson
	1
	0

	Burglary Other
	1
	0

	Criminal Damage
	3
	1

	Criminal Damage other
	1
	0

	Drugs possession
	1
	1

	Harassment
	1
	0

	Public Order Act 1986
	1
	0

	Theft
	1
	0

	Theft from Motor
	2
	0

	Theft from dwelling
	0
	0


ESSEX WILDLIFE
Terry reported that fencing has now been put up both sides of the railway and also tree work and lake path clearance is all going ahead.  Footpath 137 is still on track for opening in the summer.  It has been necessary to lock the entrance at the sluice gate at 5.00 every day.  An agreement has been reached regarding a low cost membership and day tickets for the fishing lake, it was asked if local people would get first refusal on membership.  Water levels have risen and this issue will have to be resolved with Cory and Environment Agency before Essex Wildlife takes over this part of the land.  All the Easter Events were well attended with numbers up on 2013.  Upcoming events are

4th May 5.00 am Dawn Chorus, Paul reported that there are a lot more birds around this year due to the mild winter.

8th May 7.00 pm – 9.00 pm Talk by Jonathan Cattan on items dug up in the area

27th May Owl Night

28th May Spectacular Spiders
SPORTS HALL
New Blinds have not been put up.  Daphne has introduced John Purkiss to the Head teacher, Miss Coates.  New Keep Fit/Personal trainer using the hall on a Monday 7.30 – 8.30.  New Caretaker starting in a few weeks after CRB checking.
AROUND THE TABLE
John and Barry stated they would show Ann Osola around the area to point out the various problems we have.  Daphne asked if they could point out the pot holes and bad road surface in Coronation Avenue.

Rose asked who the bank at the corner of Blue Anchor Lane and Muckingford road belonged to as she has been to strim it one again

Cynthia asked why the black track (Footpath 147) in East Tilbury had been so piled up with mud, it was now impossible to walk along it.  John replied that Walsh are having to put the contours back to where they were.

John reported that some trees had been cut down at Northumberland Road due to the overhead electric lines being replaced there would also be nets under the lines. 

Brian asked if the people who look after the flower planters could cut the grass outside Gobions Park as it is such an eyesore as you come off the train.  As it is Marian and Bob who do this and as it is council land and therefore responsibility the answer was NO.

Steve Swinney had emailed 2 questions: I have heard from Ray (Coalhouse Fort warden) that Walsh's recent earthwork nearest to the sea wall is part to create the new nature reserve, according to their land use agreement.  Is this true? Also I have been informed that the major earthworks on the land down river of Tilbury Power Station is to create (another) new nature park. Is this correct?
Brian reported on the sad news that Bob Corney previous resident of East Tilbury had died that week.  Bob has been instrumental in setting up the Fenlands Park Residents Association and had been a pillar of the community resolving a lot of difficulties between the Bata Residents and new community moving into the Fenlands Estate.  In fact the Forum was a direct descendant of the local residents associations.  Brian would convey the condolences of the committee to the family.
Next meeting 29th May, 7.30 Linford Methodist Church
